
 
 
Friday, June 5, 2020 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
During the few really glorious days we had this week, I found myself recalling some of my own 
school-day experiences. Most of them were fond memories of going to school, being at school, 
and learning at school and the vast majority were pleasant and smile-inducing.  I know that is 
likely rare and not the case for everyone, so I do feel very fortunate. 
 
I can still name every single one of my teachers from Kindergarten to Grade 13 – plus I can 
readily share an anecdote about each of their classes. Although I was always a capable and 
diligent student, I could also chat too much or be silly sometimes or sneak an Oreo cookie out 
of my desk (!).  No bother. I had neat penmanship and, back in the day, coveted cursive covered 
a multitude of sins. 
 
My twin brother (not identical) and I attended the same elementary school from kindergarten 
to Grade 8 and, with the exception of a couple of years, we were always in different classes, 
usually split grades of around thirty-three students.  I was always placed in the lower year of a 
split, so I ended up having a lot of experience working with classmates who were a grade ahead 
of me.  As a result, I was introduced early to a rotary timetable. Rather than a single teacher, I 
had an assortment and always enjoyed the variety (and challenge!) of learning how different 
people did things. I got along with all of my teachers, even though there were some I gelled 
with better than others. 
 
In teaching, it is often said that for any real learning to happen, there must be a relationship 
between the student and the teacher. A lukewarm teacher who’s not interested in his or her 
students as people will simply not get the best out of the students. In my own schooling, I could 
create a long list of teachers who excelled at this. 
 
As we near the end of the “Great Covid Experiment” of 2020, we hear increasing chatter in the 
media about the importance, relevance, and desirability of the remote learning models into 
which many of the world’s students, teachers, and parents have been lately thrust.  We are also 
learning some very important lessons about the most effective modalities of teaching and 
learning and that real-time, real-world, in person experiences are not easily simulated.   
 
While it is possible to impart content and skills via remote methods of instruction, distance 
learning will never really take the place of authentic experiences, if schools are focused on 
what’s truly important. Yes, from time to time, we do what we must in the interest of public 
health and responsible citizenship, but let us never be lulled into the belief that a Zoom 
meeting or a Google Hangout is anything more than an imperfect tool for use when the “better 
way” is just not possible or practical. 
 



This brings me back to the “no relationship, no learning” thing. Among all of my memorable 
teachers and enjoyable years in school, I was reminded about just how lasting and important 
such connections can be this past winter. Although I heard from a great many people during my 
family’s troubles in February, two stand out in the context of my “life in schools”.  
 
First, my high school chemistry teacher and Student Council advisor, Ms. Worrall.  When she 
heard our sad news, she couldn’t find the words, so she sent me a large package of artisanal 
yarn in the mail (she knew I had taught myself to knit a few years ago!), along with a note of 
personal support all the way from Alberta where she is now a retired grandmother. She had 
been a guest at our wedding and we managed to remain in contact over the past thirty years.  
She was a master teacher, motivator, and mentor who understood the relational side of 
teaching so well. 
 
And then, perhaps most unexpected of all, my Grade 8 teacher, Mrs. Garrah, who I had not 
seen nor heard from since leaving elementary school in 1981!  She contacted me directly from 
her home on Howe Island, Ontario, where she lives in retirement to express her closeness and 
sympathy at hearing our news. She was tough, talented, and intuitive – and she took the time 
to remember that imperfect boy in her Grade 8 class from all those years ago. Always liked that 
Mrs. G. 
 
So there you have it.  Just as I thought.  
 
In teaching, relationships – not Google – are king! 
 
Debeo Possum Volo! 
 
 
 
Ric Anderson 
Head of School 
 
 



 

Our individual student awards presentations are going virtual. Since we cannot gather in the 
library this year to recognize each student for their academic and character strengths – 
teachers will host a Google Meet to share each student’s award. Parents are encouraged to join 
in. The schedule of Meets is below. Please note there will be NO other Google Meets held that 
day.  

 

JK—9:00 am    4L— 10:45 am 

SK—9:15 am    5H—11:00 am  

1A—9:30 am    5N—11:15 am 

2M—9:45 am    6L— 11:30 am 

2P—10:00 am    7M—1:00 pm 

3F—10:15 am    7P—1:30 pm 

4C –10:30 am    8B—2:00 pm

Teachers have been working behind the scenes to select the recipients of our Major Awards for 
the 2019-2020 school year. Since we are unable to gather for our usual Awards Assembly this 
year all awards will be shared through a special newsletter and on our school website and social 
media channels. Certificates will be prepared and mailed home. Plaques on our Awards Wall 
will be updated when it is possible to do so. A few awards also include a monetary amount, 
plaque or pin. Those will be distributed when we are able. Head’s Scholar Awards will not be 
awarded this year. Primary Awards will not be made public and will be mailed home as in past 
years.  



 

 
Ms. Tribe will be at the school the week of June 15th to 19th from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm for 
‘curbside drop off’ so that families can return all items that belong to the school.   
 
 
The following items will need to be returned: 
  

x Chromebooks & Chargers 
 

x Instruments 
o Only non-returning students should return their instruments; all others may 

keep them for the summer. Those returning instruments should also return 
their methods books. Drumsticks and drum pads also need to be returned. 

 
x Textbooks 

 
x Library Books  

 
x Ambassador Ties 

 
x Student Parliament Ties 

 
 
Items are to be dropped off at the front of the school and left on the table by the front door. 
Once you are back in your vehicle please call Ms. Tribe (519-471-1506) and she will then come 
out and retrieve your items.  
 
 
Parents please make sure that all items are bagged and labelled with the student’s name so 
that we can track what has been returned.   
 
 

 

 

 



     

Congratulations to Landon Skoretz on being the first student at Matthews Hall to have 
completed a Full Band Karate program; not only this year, but in the two years that Mrs. 
Campbell has been running the program. 

 

 
 
 
 



  
 
We love our SK Google Meets. We always have so much fun laughing, sharing and learning 
online together!  
 
On Thursday the SKs showed their school spirit with some CRAZY HAIR.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


