
 
Friday, June 12, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Students: 
 
Today is without question a beautiful day. After the heat wave and storm of the past week, today is 
exactly the kind of day that makes gathering at St. Paul’s Cathedral for our year-end Closing Exercises a 
real pleasure. And yet I am here at home and you are there in yours feeling, perhaps, like the end of the 
school year has been anticlimactic and – especially for our Class of 2020 and their families – 
disappointing.  There is nothing like the rhythm of a school year to mark the important milestones in the 
lives of children and when something happens to interrupt that cycle, it feels a bit off. Maybe a bit like 
we’ve been left hanging or, as has been the case during our “COVID Spring”, a bit like we’ve been left 
“hanging out”. 
 
For this year’s graduates, the challenge has been especially tough. Not just for our own Grade 8 class, 
but for the thousands of students at all levels across the country and around the world who have missed 
the opportunity to celebrate with their friends and enjoy the special graduation and spring traditions. As 
we join our families in sending off their own grads to a new life in high school next year, how should we 
be thinking about this challenging moment in their lives and ours? What kind of stories will we tell about 
it in the future? Will it have changed us? For better? For worse? If we have learned anything about 
ourselves and others during this unique historical moment, what will it be? 
 
If. That is a very important little word. Over the course of a life, we learn a great many things that are 
the direct result of “if” experiences, both positive and negative, and I have often marvelled at how the 
very same experience can express itself so differently in different people – a bit like how some people 
will always see the glass as half full and others as half empty. Or how some people see opportunity 
where others see only the obstacles. If there is ever a time when communities, countries and families 
need people who can look beyond the obstacles and see the opportunities, it is during a time of crisis. 
Actually, it has always been that way.   
 
During the last few months, there has certainly been no shortage of images and commentary, expert 
opinion and overly-certain prognostication that would test even the most optimistic and forward-
looking among us. Added to this of late has been a resurgence of the enmity created by historic 
injustices and lingering misunderstandings among people who are raging. And at this moment in history, 
we are preparing to release our graduates “into the wild” hoping that we will have provided them with 
the skills, perspectives, and supports needed to navigate the anxieties and frictions of a world teeming 
with troubles. 
 
How will they fare? What will they have learned from us that will ensure their success in high school and 
beyond? 
 
If where you begin has a lot to do with where you end up, let’s hope that during their time at Matthews 
Hall, we have been able to work together with families and one another to impart the attitudes and 
responsibilities that will enable our Class of 2020 to participate positively in a culture that is increasingly 
irate. If. There’s that little word again. 
 
If we all actually believed in and practiced the core values that our school espouses, then how could any 
young  person not be successful? If our graduates were to take their places in their new high schools and 



demonstrate respect for the various communities found there and take seriously their responsibility to 
strive for excellence with effort and care, then wouldn’t inclusion and personal growth be the 
guaranteed result? It absolutely would, if each of them can somehow resist the culture of negativity, 
vilification, and conflict that is, sadly, so commonplace. 
 
So, let’s hope that our grads and all of our students strive to bring some of the light and brightness of 
years spent in a school that celebrates diversity, embraces change, and cares about other people. And if 
they find themselves in places that work to erode that quality, let’s also hope that through grit, personal 
integrity and character, they begin to “rub off” on people there and not the other way around! 
 
There is no question. Although schools have worked hard to meet the challenges of the pandemic 
moment with flexibility and creativity, our weeks in isolation have been hard for many people. And if 
adversity is often the best teacher, then how many of us will have earned the “advanced degree” on 
offer by learning about ourselves and others through adaptability and insight? It has been a crash course 
for sure, but here we are – all of us still standing .  I hope we have all had a chance to learn what we 
needed to learn. 
 
As the Class of 2020 embarks on a new adventure this fall, we wish them the very best. As their parents 
and teachers, we have worked hard to launch them into this next important phase of life and, together, 
we hope they will thrive, find their way, and make their mark. Although it will be a journey and will not 
happen overnight, hold on to your hats and buckle up because high school passes much more quickly 
than the elementary years! 
 
If our kids remember the lessons taught by mom and dad, along with those of their teachers and friends 
during their Matthews Hall years, they are sure to set out into the deep with confidence and trust and 
an abundance of support and friendship along the way. 
 
How will they do? How will any of us do? It may all come down to that little word if, the importance of 
which was expressed so well by author Rudyard Kipling many years ago in his poem by the same name. I 
have personally reflected on his poem, If, a thousand times and I appreciate it more with each passing 
year. 
 
With a bit of creative license and personal revision on my part, it stands the test of time and I believe it 
remains excellent advice for our grads, their friends and, indeed, for all of us. 
 

“If we can keep our heads when all about us 
    Are losing theirs and blaming it on us, 

If we can trust ourselves when all folks doubt us, 
    But make allowance for their lack of trust; 
If we can wait and not be tired by waiting, 
    Or being lied about, but not deal in lies, 

Or being hated, but not give way to hating, 
    And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise: 

 
If we can dream—and not make dreams our master; 
    If we can think—and not make thoughts our aim; 

If we can meet with Triumph and Disaster 
    And treat those two impostors just the same; 



If we can bear to hear the truth we’ve spoken 
    Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools, 

Or watch the things we gave our lives to, broken, 
    And stoop and build them up with worn-out tools: 

 
If we can make one heap of all our winnings 

    And risk it all at pitch-and-toss, 
And lose, and start again at our beginnings 

    And never breathe a word about our loss; 
If we can force our heart and nerve and sinew 
    To serve our turn long after they are gone, 
And so hold on when there is nothing in us 

    Except the Will which says: ‘Hold on!’ 
 

If we can talk with crowds and keep our virtue, 
    Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch, 

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt us, 
    If all folks count with us, but none too much; 

If we can fill the unforgiving minute 
    With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run, 

Ours is the Earth and all that’s in it, 
    And—which is more—we’ll have begun! 

 
On behalf of the Board of Governors, Administration, Faculty and Staff, I extend warm congratulations 
to each member of the Class of 2020 and their families (Sophia Bryenton, Khadija Sarfraz, Evelyn 
Weinberger, Calum Graham, Zachary Giffin, Ilya Dowhaniuk, Simon Drolet, Kendal Morrison, Maya 
Chande, Hermione Bassnett-Martin, Nina Campusano, Teo Duncan, Revya Chibber, Benjamin Hebb, 
Anisha Kakani, Abdullah Makhdoom, Reyhan Rehman, Ella Sener, Odelie Shi, Kurtis Stubbe, Charlie 
Shi, and Jenny Wang). 
 
Thank you to all students and families for spending the year with us.  We are looking forward to 
September and sharing our new inspirational spaces with everyone very soon! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ric Anderson 
Head of School  



 

Since we cannot be together for Closing this year, we  

thought you might enjoy some of these past videos of our celebration 

Freedom Trilogy https://youtu.be/SV5qOwPuW6w  

 

and Maypole   

https://photos.app.goo.gl/gHGM5oWQhMPnYVJf7 

 A tradition at Matthews Hall is to recognize our Longest Standing Students. Typically these 

students speak about their time at Matthews Hall at Closing. Please enjoy their written 

reflections here. Thank you boys! 

 

 

I started Matthews Hall when I was 4 years old. My 

favourite class back then was recess and my first story was 

I Wish I Was a Purple Grape. After that every year at 

Matthews Hall got better and better. Some of my favourite 

times were going to Boyne in the winter, playing tennis in 

the spring and playing werewolf in Mr. Lee’s class. I would 

like to thank all the teachers for a great time in elementary 

school and I wish everyone good luck with starting high 

school. 

https://youtu.be/SV5qOwPuW6w
https://photos.app.goo.gl/gHGM5oWQhMPnYVJf7


 

 
Matthews Hall has come with a lot of fun memories and experiences.  
My favourite memory is going to Boyne Michigan for our ski trip.  
Since grade six I have gone to Boyne Mountain each year for our ski 
trip.  It is a perfect way to have fun with friends and teachers. My  
favourite memory from Boyne is the water park. In the water park  
there is a drop slide. I remember when I was in grade 6 everyone  
was going on the drop slide. It was a slide I didn’t want to do, so  
my friends forced me to go on it. I'm so glad they did because, it 
ended up being my favourite slide. I hope in high school I will be  
able to have opportunities to do more trips like Boyne where 
 I can hang out with my friends and try new things. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a decade at Matthews Hall I have a lot of great memories. 

One of my favorite memories of Matthews Hall is Chess Club. In 

Chess Club I learned concentration skills and met a lot of new 

friends from different schools and different grades. I have always 

enjoyed recess. I loved playing basketball, tetherball, four-square 

and all the other available recess activities. Playing these sports 

helped me develop teamwork skills. Since my first day at 

Matthews Hall I have grown a lot as a student. In EY1 I used to try 

to escape from the classroom every morning when my mom 

dropped me off. I’ve progressed so much since then. Now I have 

come to accept my fate as a student. I want to thank all of my 

classmates and teachers for all of the great memories. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Hermione Bassnett-Martin 

 Sophia Bryenton 

 Nina Campusano 

 Maya Chande 

 Revya Chhibber 

 Ilya Dowhaniuk 

 Simon Drolet 

 Teo Duncan 

 Zachary Giffin 

 Calum Graham 

 Benjamin Hebb 

 

 Anisha Kakani 

 Abdullah Makhdoom 

 Kendal Morrison 

 Rayhan Rehman 

 Khadija Sarfraz 

 Ella Sener 

 Jia Liang (Charlie) Shi 

 Odelie Shi 

 Kurtis Stubbe 

 Jiaqi (Jenny) Wang 

 Evelyn Weinberger 

 



Dear Fellow Graduates, Teachers, Families and Friends, 

Wow! The challenges of the Covid Spring of 2020! What an unusual and interesting way to 

finish off the year, and our time, at Matthews Hall! It was bad timing that all this happened in 

our final year of elementary school, and that we only got to spend some of it with our peers. 

Even though this is not how we would have liked to end the year, I think it has given us the 

opportunity to be extra thankful for the time we were able to spend together as a class during 

Grade 8. 

To begin with, I would like to thank all the wonderful teachers for making our learning at 

Matthews Hall possible. We would not be where we are without you. Your contribution to our 

learning careers is greatly appreciated. I would also like to thank all of our Matthews Hall 

parents who granted us the opportunity to attend this wonderful school.  

Thank you to Ms. Moore, Mr. Nash, Ms. Tribe, Mr. Bryenton and all of our other amazing staff 

members whose hard work is greatly appreciated as well. Thank you to  Mr. Anderson and Mrs. 

McKay for leading our school and making Matthews Hall the great school it is today. Lastly, 

thank you to the wonderful Mrs. Boyd, our homeroom teacher, for making our final year at 

Matthews Hall fun, exciting, educational, and inspirational. 

We missed out on a lot this year, including our graduation trip to Ottawa, our school play, and 

our graduation ceremony. But instead of focusing on what we missed, let’s focus on all the 

great memories we made throughout our years at Matthews Hall.  

During Middle School, many of us went on the annual Boyne ski trip, where we enjoyed the 

snow hills  and the water park. So many funny and enjoyable moments happened at Boyne and 

I’m sure everyone would agree. Running back from the water park in the snow wearing flip 

flops and bathing suits wasn’t very pleasant, though! All the Welcome Back Barbeques were a 

great way to celebrate the beginning of each school year. The Snow and Shine Assembly always 



brightened up the wintery mood with the lip-sync battle, which gave us  lots of laughs. Just to 

remind you, Oxford won this year!  

Over the years, many of us also participated in the talent shows, where we got to showcase our 

skills, whether it was singing, dancing, or magic. One of my favourite acts was when a bunch of 

the boys presented Fortnite dances on stage! I also loved it when Simon performed “I Feel 

Good” by James Brown. That is something I will never forget.  

Music students also showed their passion for music by participating in our many wonderful 

concerts. The sports teams were always popular with our class from basketball and hockey to 

track and field, and much more. Personally, I am still mourning our loss to the teachers in the 

staff vs. student basketball game. I call a re-match! I’m not sure who was having more fun, the 

students or Mr. Whitmill!  

Some of our favourite memories were also made in our school plays. I loved getting to act with 

all my friends. And who could forget in Grade Five when we visited Forest Cliff Camp for a few 

days? That brought us all closer together through games, laughs, and, of course, “Wake up Matt 

and Billy!” All these special memories will not be forgotten as we go our separate ways and 

head off to high school in September. 

Throughout our time at Matthews Hall, we built so many amazing friendships. However, even 

though we will make new ones, I hope we can still keep our elementary friends in our hearts. I 

hope that we can all remember our academic lessons, but more importantly, the character 

lessons we learned at Matthews Hall. Moving forward, I hope that we will all carry these core 

values of a true Matthews Hall student throughout our teenage years and beyond.  

Let’s all remember to show kindness and honesty to everyone and strive to think of others 

before ourselves. Remember, if we keep working hard on the most important things, it will pay 

off one day. We must, we can, and we will remember all of the lessons that we learned at 

Matthews Hall, and if we use them, we will be successful during our high school and university 

or college years.  



In closing, I want to share a quotation from one of my favorite books by Dr. Seuss, entitled Oh 

the Places You’ll Go.  

“Congratulations! Today is your day. You’re off to Great Places! You’re off and away! You have 

brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself any direction you 

choose. You’re on your own. And you know what you know. And YOU are the guy who’ll decide 

where to go.”  

Thank you everyone, have a great summer and let’s promise to get together in the fall as the 

Class of 2020 and check out the beautiful new building where future Matthews Hall students 

will be learning! 

Sophia Bryenton,  Valedictorian, Class of 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DID YOU KNOW THAT …? 

There are about 6000 languages spoken around the world, and French is 
one out of only 15 used by more than 100,000,000 people. 

 

English, French, Spanish and Arabic are four official languages in more 
than 20 countries.  French is an official language in 30 countries. 

 

French is the only language, together with English, that is spoken on all 
five continents and taught in every country of the world. 

 

French is, after English, the most popular second language, with two 
million teachers and 125 million students of French around the world. 

 

Among the Matthews Hall students who took the June 2020 French test, 
95 have been promoted to a superior level of achievement! 

 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S 
Abdullah • AdamL • AdamS • Addison • Alexis • Ally • Amy • Anaya • AndréB • 
AndréH • Aneesh • Anisha • AnnaH • AnnaY •  Ariana • Asha • Bader • BenW • 
Braxton • Brenden • Brynn • Caleb • Carter • Catherine • Chase • ChristianF • 
ChristopherN • Danli • David • Elizabeth • Emerson • Evan • Evelyn • Finn • 
Gabriel • Gordon • Grace • Hailey • Harris • Héctor • HenryS • HenryY • 
Hermione • Hesham • Ibrahim • Ilya • Isha • Isra • JackB • JackM  • Jad • 
James • Jeff • Kate • Katerina • Kaveri • Khadija • Kristen • LaurenK • LaurenM 
• Leo • Mathias • MatthewB • Mia • Miko • Milind • Misha • Mofe • Mylo • 
Navya • Neven • NicolasM • Nyle • OliverG • Pierce • Revya • Rishika • Rohin 
• RyyanS • Sara • Shailin • Shivani • Sidney • Sireen • Sissi • SophiaBr • 
SophiaBl • SophiaG • Susan • Teo • Victoria • Vishnu • WilliamW • Zachary • 
Zihan 

                                     

 



 

Ms. Tribe will be at the school the week of June 15th to 19th from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm for 
‘curbside drop off’ so that families can return all items that belong to the school.   
 
The following items will need to be returned: 
  

 Chromebooks & Chargers 

 Instruments 
o Only non-returning students should return their instruments; all others may 

keep them for the summer. Those returning instruments should also return 
their methods books. Drumsticks and drum pads also need to be returned. 

 Textbooks 

 Library Books  

 Ambassador Ties 

 Student Parliament Ties 

 Basketball Uniforms 
 
 
Items are to be dropped off at the front of the school and left on the table by the front door. 
Once you are back in your vehicle please call Ms. Tribe (519-471-1506) and she will then come 
out and retrieve your items.  
 
Parents please make sure that all items are bagged and labelled with the students name so that 
we can track what has been returned.   
 
 

 

 

 

We wish to thank Ms. Pottruff for joining our team in January. 

Marcia capably stepped in to the Grade 1 classroom for what was 

a very challenging term. She quickly connected with the Grade 1 

students and guided them through learning in the classroom and 

learning at home.  

Thank you for all you have done!  


