
 
 
Thursday, April 9, 2020 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
As we continue to stick-handle through another week of pandemic uncertainty, I find myself wondering 
about how all of our students and families are doing.  I don’t mean how are kids and families engaging in 
activities or assignments; I mean how are they really doing? I wonder how everyone is actually feeling – 
especially those on the front lines of health care in our city and all of us who are coping with children 
and youth deprived of their social connections.  I hope that, in the midst of the current epidemiological 
crisis, everyone in our Matthews Hall community is finding the support they need from family, friends, 
and colleagues. And that everyone continues to be healthy. 
 
During a normal school year, we would be leaving for the Easter long-weekend today. Even though it 
tends to come fast on the heels of our annual March Break, it is always a welcome sign that spring and 
warm weather are coming.  This year, however, the welcome weather is arriving gradually with some 
strings attached – and those “strings” are not easy for anyone. 
 
So, what do we do? Well, in the first place, we heed the advisories of our healthcare experts, who 
understand the consequences of communicable illness when it becomes a runaway train. And in 
addition to that, we keep our wits about us because the children are always watching and listening to 
how we, the trusted adults in their lives, respond when serious things happen.  In fact, when kids hear 
bad news or snippets of warnings about grave matters, what is the first thing they do? They look to the 
example of mom and dad to help them process and gauge their own interior response. 
 
I remember the terrible Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting in 2012 when I was the principal of my 
former school. It was a tragedy and, like all forms of violence against children, it was especially 
frightening and disturbing.  At the time, schools everywhere were falling all over themselves in an effort 
to reassure their communities that safety measures and processes were in place.  Of course, such 
reassurances are good and necessary. But, an event like that can never become the teachable moment 
for communities of children and teachers. An event that causes great distress or suffering must never 
become the primary focus or main “driver” for what our children learn. 
 
I feel a similar way about the current COVID-19 moment. A significant and serious situation is facing 
countries and medical infrastructures around the world. No question about it. However, while the 
challenges posed by this pandemic are real and demand expert, timely, and coordinated responses, 
worst-case scenarios should not become our focal point as we accompany our children through it.  
 
I truly hope everyone is holding up and feeling supported and healthy – and I send best wishes to all of 
our families who are celebrating the festivals of Passover and Easter this weekend! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ric Anderson 
Head of School   


